Ground Weather and Light
(GWEL) - Umpires’ Guide 2024

This guide represents the key issues and actions umpires should
consider reviewing GW&L issues caused by weather conditions.

For play to start, continue, or resume, both umpires (subject to point
9 below) should agree, at all times, that conditions do not present an
actual and foreseeable risk of injury to any player or umpire.

To help to establish this, the following questions should be considered
by both umpires. The state of the game, or the views of either team,
should have no bearing on the answers.

1. Have you carried out an inspection of the whole playing area, at
no faster than at a reasonable walking pace, including the area
immediately beyond the boundary over which fielders may need to
pass as they endeavour to field or catch the ball?

2. Do the bowlers have reasonable footholds —i.e. are they able to bowl
without slipping - this must include the whole of their delivery, from
where they begin their run up, to the point they have regained control
of their movement after delivery of the ball?

3. Do all of the fielders have the power of free movement around the
ground — can they move, turn and run at broadly full pace, without
slipping?

4. Do the batters have the ability to play their shots and run freely
between the wickets without slipping, both when they set off and in
the action of turning?

5. Are you satisfied that there is no surface water and no standing

water (water visible around the feet when pressed into the ground)
in the playing area within 30 yards of the pitch, or

on the square, or, if further away, that would be so @
slippery as to potentially constitute a danger? @
s
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6. In your opinion is there sufficiently good visibility to enable you to
conclude that you, the batters, and fielders will be able to see the ball
clearly enough to be safe?

7. Are you satisfied that after pitching the ball does not bounce
unpredictably or steeply or go through the surface of the pitch in a
way that poses a danger to the striker or the wicket-keeper standing
up?

8. Are you satisfied that none of the conditions pose an actual and
foreseeable risk to the safety of any player or umpire?

9. Does the other umpire (if present) agree with your answers?

If the other umpire is not a current full member of the ECB ACO then
you should consult with him, but your answers to the above questions
should determine the outcome.

Whenever your answers to one or more of the questions 1 to 9 above
is a NO, play must be suspended until the umpires, working with those
responsible for the ground, have implemented a solution that eliminates
the danger.

Things to consider and actions needed before play can start,
continue or resume:

Consult: Before play commences umpires should, if available, seek the
view of people who know the ground and its facilities (covers etc) to
agree with their colleague how GWL issues will be handled and ensure
that both captains are informed.

Observe: the movement and actions of the players prior to
commencing and during play to help decide/affirm your answers.
Record: at the time of all inspections, conversations, agreed actions,
any delays/suspensions of play.

Retain: these records and Record them on any

official report on the match submit. @
Listen: to what others are saying, consider it and @
reach your own independent conclusions. W5
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Ensure: play never starts or resumes without the umpires carrying out

an inspection of the whole ground to confirm the answer to the above
questions are all Yes.

Delay: do not wait until the end of the over — if an answer is NO
suspend play immediately.
Other points to note:

1. Once play has commenced it is not necessary for it to rain etc
again - if any of the answers become a NO, then play should be
suspended immediately.

2. If players wish to continue, despite the umpires concluding it is
dangerous, umpires should tell them they will not umpire the match
under the prevailing conditions.

3. If players refuse to play, point out the decision is yours, remind them
of Law 16.3, Umpires awarding a match, give them a chance to
change their mind and, if not, invoke Law 16.3.

Thunder & Lightning Protocols

Umpires must suspend play immediately if there is:
- sudden thunder,
- lightning in the clouds,
- thunder to lightning ‘flash to bang’ time of 30secs or less
- a lightning strike on the ground.
Do not cover the pitch and do not move any metal covers.

Wait 30 mins from the last thunderclap before restarting play.

Note: To the fullest extent possible in law, neither
the ECB or the ECBACO (or indeed any other party ™

involved in its production) accept any responsibility @: 2s
for loss occasioned to any person acting or refraining s
from acting as a result of material contained in this II—Z%%

document.
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Safeguarding is everybody's
responsibility.

Remember the 3 ‘R’s

e Respond to the disclosure / suspicion / concern / allegation.
e Record the relevant information.

e Report the relevant information.

Points to consider

e Position yourself in the cricket environment rather than being
separated and out of sight.

e Tell someone if you observe a situation which makes you feel
uncomfortable.

e Share the concern as early as possible — don’t wait until you're
certain.

e Remember the rule of 2! Try to avoid situations which results in you
being alone with anyone U18. This is for your own safety as well as
that of the young person.

e If this is unavoidable, please self-report. This protects you and
fosters a culture of transparency and openness.

Support

Please contact the County Safeguarding Officer. Contact details can be
found on County Board websites.

or

Email the Safeguarding Team safeguarding@cricketregulator.co.uk

s
25
ECB

ACO

ASSOCIATION OF
CRICKET OFFICIALS



